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As you know, several teacher committees updated several curriculumareas during the l-989-90 school year. The fine tuning you have done inadjusting-our English curriculum-should help further 6o6rdinate analready tightly articulated program. We allo have included theelementary langruage arts curriculun which is now totally in place. Theelementary teachers have constructed a reading program wtricn- shouldhelp us coordinate our entire K-12 language aits piogran. This year
elernentary teachers are pracing a major ernphasis on *riting

on the third page of the curriculum handbook is perhaps the mostsignificant component of all the curricular work whiih hai been -prepared to date. The teachers on the reading cornrnittee devised a
continuum of higher order thinking jk srsare only several higher order thinking skills for each grade level.
The elementary teachers have arranged it in this l/ay so that allteachers will have the tirne to conientrate on the dlveloprnent of alinited number of these skills.

At the secondary level, each skill should be spiraled through allgrade levels as needed for content objectives. In English, you havealready identified those higher order thinking skills-which ]rou judged
necessary for the meaningful mastery of content. The teacheis on the
committees view these skills as the nechanism which will help us pullour entire curriculun together. During our curriculun writiirg selsions
we often discussed how these process skills help students connect newlearning to noldil.learning, even if they have to adjust and changetheir troldtr learnings to assimilate the rrnew. rr In io doing, stu6entswill begin to see the relationship of one piece of learnin!'to another
and will subseguently begin to recogrnize a-unity in our program.
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